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ASD(MP&R) _
Department of Defense Instruction

SUBJECT Half-Staffing of the National Flag

l. PURPOSE

The purpose of this Instruction is to amplify Presidential
Proclamation 3044 of 1 March 1954 with regard to the Department
of Defense. That Proclamation directs display of the flag of the
United States at half- staff upon the death of certain officials and
former officials.

I L AUTHORIZATION

Presidential Proclamation 3044 provides that:

'" The heads of the several departments and agencies of
the Government may direct that the flag of the United

~— States be flown at half- staff on buildings, grounds, or
naval vessels under their jurisdiction, on occasions other
than those specified herein which they consider proper,
and that suitable military honors be rendered as appro-
priate. “

111, POLI CY

In addition to the half- staffing of the national flag provided for in
Presidential Proclamation 3044, the flag of the United States of
America will be flown at half-staff within the Department of Defense
upon the death of the following individuals as indicated:

(a) President-elect: thirty days from the date of death,
in the same manner as prescribed for the President
or former President in the Proclamation.

(b) Chairman or former Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff: On all buildings, grounds, and naval
vessels of the Department of Defense in the District
of Columbia and throughout the United States and its

~ territories and possessions from the day of death
until sunset of the day of interment.



VI,

(c) Chief of Staff or former Chief of Staff, U.S.
Army, Chief or former Chief of Naval
Operations, Chief or former Chief of Staff,
U. S. Air Force, Commandant or former
Commandant, U. S. Marine Corps, and any
U. S. military officer of five-star rank:

As directed by the cognizant Departmental
Secretariess at installations within their
respective Departments from the day of death
until sunset of the day of interment.

At joint installations or commands the procedures prescribed
by the responsible military commander or the Executive
Agent, will be executed uniformly by all the U. S. military
units present.

REGULATIONS OF MILITARY DEPARTMENTS

While recognizing the desirability of complete similarity of
regulations it is not intended to abridge the rights of Secretariess
of the Military Departments to pre scribe suitable honors upon
the death of per sonnel serving under them. Accordingly, in
cases other than those noted above, half- staffing of the National

Ensign may be prescribed in accordance with traditional
procedures.

NOTIFICATION

The flag will be half- staffed upon receipt of notification of
death of one of the designated officials from any reliable source,
including news media.

‘IMPLEMENTATION

Directives and regulations of the Military Departments imple-
menting this Instruction will be coordinated to ensure reasonable
uniformity, and forwarded to the Assistant Secretary of Defense
(MP&R) not later than 90 days from the date of this Instruction.

Assistant Secretary of Defense
(Manpower, Personnel and Reserve)
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PROCLAMATION 30L4L

Display of the Flag of the United States of America at
Half-Staff Upon the Death of certain Officials and
Former Officials

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
A PROCLAMATI ON

VWHEREAS it i s appropriate that the flag of t he United States of Anerica be fl own
at half-staff on Federal buildings, grounds, and facilities upon the death of
principal of ficials and f ormer off icials of the Government of the United States
and the Governors of the States, T erritories, and possessions of the United States
as a mark of respect to their memory; and

WHEREAS it is desirable that rules be prescribed for the uniform observance of
this mark of respect by all executive departments and agencies of the Government,
and as a guide to the people of the Nation generally on such occasions:

NOJ , THEREFORE, I, D7IGHT D. EISENHGJER, President of the United States of
Anerica and Commander in Chief of the arnmed forces of the United States, do hereby
prescribe and procleim the followng rules with respect to the display of the flag
of the United States of America at half-staff upon the death of the officials here-
i nafter designated:

1. The flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff on all buil di ngs,
grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal Governnent in the District of Colunbia
and throughout the United States and its Territories and possessions for the period
| ndi cated upon the death of ay of the follow ng-designated officials or former
of f icials of the United States:

(a) The President or a f ormer President: for thirty days fromthe day of death.
~— The flag shall also be flown at half-staff for such period at all United States
enbassies, legations, and other facilities abroad, including all mlitary facilities
and naval vessels and stations.
(b) The Vice President, the Chief Justice or a retired Chief Justice of the
United States, or the Speaker of the House of Representatives: for ten days from
t he day of death.

((BAnAssociateJustice of the Supreme Court, a nenber of the Cabinet, a forner
Vice Presi dent, the Secretary of the Arnmy, the Secretary of the Navy, or the

Secretary of the Air Force: fromthe day of death until internnment.

2. The flag of the United States shall be flown at half-staff on all buildings,
grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal Go vernment in the netropolitan areaof
the District of Colunbia on the dayof death and on the follow ng day upon the death
of a United States Senator , Representative , Territorial Del egate, or the Resident
Commi ssioner f rom the Conmonweal th of Puerto Rico, and it sh all also be flown at
hal f -staff on all buildings, grounds, and naval vessels of the Federal Government
in the State, Congressional District, Territory, or Commonweal th of such Senator,
Representative, Delegate, or Commissioner, respectively, fromthe day of death until
internment.

3. The flag of the United States shall pe flown at hal f-staff on all buildings
and grounds of the Federal Government in a State , Territory, or possession of the
United States upon the death of the Governor of such State, Territory or possession
fromthe day of death until internnent.

L. In the event Of the death of other of ficials, forner officials, or foreign

"dignitaries, the flag of the United States shall be displayed at half-staff in
accordance with such orders or instructions as may be issued by or at the direction
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of the President, or in accordance With recogni zed customs or practices not

| nconsi stent with |aw. ~

5.The heads of the several departments and agencies of the Government may
direct that the flag of the United States be flown at half -staff on buildings,
grounds, or naval vessels under their jurisdiction on occasions other than those
specified herein which they consider proper, and that suitable mlitary honors

be rendered as appropriate.
| N WITNESS WHERECF, | have hereunto Set my hand and caused the Seal of the
United States of Ameriecatobeaffixed.

DONE st the City of Washington this 1st day of March in the year or our Lord
(SEAL) nireteen hundred and fifty-four, and of the

| ndependence of the United States of America
t he one hundred and seventy-eighth.

DIIGHT D. EISENHOYER

By the president:

Walter B. Smith,
Acting Secretary of State

(F. R poc. 5h-162h; Filed, Mar. 3, 1954 L: 54 p. m)
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